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one another. The assassination, says Deryck Sevin, 'did
not harm the oppressors as much as it did the resistance
movement......Under these circumstances, passive resis-
tance was bound to fail, because, for a complete success of
non-violent resistance, complete solidarity is required, and,
secondly, it is essential that it be not conveyed in a spirit
of hatred/
During these years, however, an important new feature
was the founding of the Finnish Peace Society. It is not
violent resistance, and the need to work out a philosophy
that would justify such action, or how far it was a reaction
to Tolstoyan and other teachings that were spreading all
over Europe in the early years of this century. Probably
it was chiefly under the latter, not the former, influence.
From the year 1903 onwards, individual Finns, influenced
by Tolstoy, refused military service not only on political
but on fundamentally religious and moral grounds; whilst
the Peace Society was founded in 1907. For the next six
years the Society carried on active propaganda against all
war and fighting, but in 1913 it was suppressed by the
Russian Governor-General 'who feared more the moral
force of the pacifists than he did the activists'.
Although the independence of Finland was recognized
in January 1918 by the new Government in Russia, the
history of the thirty years that have since elapsed is a
history of disappointment and frustration, which makes a
sad contrast to the progressive history of Finland in the
nineteenth century.
For the first few months, Finland was torn by civil war
between whites and reds; in April, 1918, German forces
landed in South-West Finland, and with their assistance
the whites were soon victorious, and the reds were crushed.
'When the war was over, there were 90,900 Red prisoners
starving in concentration camps. About 15,000 of these
were executed, and 12,000 died of malnutrition or ill-
treatment ; the others were released after some time, but
this brothers' war left terrible marks in the hearts of the
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